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The Australian Ballet Annual General Meeting  
 

Minutes of the 49th Annual General Meeting held via video link using Microsoft Teams from the offices of The 

Primrose Potter Australian Ballet Centre, 2 Kavanagh Street, Southbank, Victoria at 9.30am on Tuesday 20 

October 2020. 
 

 

1. WELCOME / QUORUM 

After a Welcome to Country, the Company Secretary, Sally Underwood noted a quorum was present.  The 

meeting was declared open at 9.31am.  Ms Underwood welcomed members and guests.  

 

2. MEMBERS PRESENT / APOLOGIES 

The Company Secretary introduced: 

 

Directors: Mr Craig Dunn (Chairman), Ms Oliva Bell, Ms Annabelle Chaplain AM, Mrs Penny Fowler, Mrs 

Cathy Harris AO PSM, Ms Edwina McCann, Mr Tony Osmond, Mr Bruce Parncutt AO, Professor Sue Street 

AO, Ms Natasha Stott Despoja AO. 
 

In attendance:  Ms Libby Christie AM (Executive Director), Mr David McAllister AM (Outgoing Artistic Director) 

and Mr David Hallberg (Incoming Artistic Director). 
 

Guests:  Ms Lisa Harker, Mr Steve Ormerod and Ms Mona Banger, representing the Company’s auditors 

PricewaterhouseCoopers. Mr Michael Whitehead (Observership Program) 
 

Apologies:  Ms Catherine Livingstone AO, Bill Bowness, Natasha Bowness, Julie Da Costa 

 

3. MINUTES 

It was NOTED that the minutes of the 2019 AGM were accepted by the Board as a true and accurate record 

of the meeting in the meeting of the Board held on 28 February 2020. 

 

 

4. 2019 FINANCIAL REPORT AND ANNUAL REPORT  

It was NOTED the 2019 Annual Financial Report was distributed to the members together with the 2020 

AGM Notice. 
 

The company’s auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers, had provided an unqualified audit option on the 2019 

Annual Financial Report which was accepted by the Board on 3 April 2020. 

 

No questions were raised by the Members in respect of the 2019 Annual Financial Report.     

 

5. VOTING/PROXIES 

The Company Secretary confirmed a total of 37 proxies had been received. 

 

6. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

The Company Secretary advised that, in accordance with the company’s Constitution, an election of 

Directors must be held each year.   

 

Under the Constitution rule 13.2(b), which requires Directors to stand for re-election every 3 years, one 

Director was required to stand for re-election: Ms Annabelle Chaplain AM.  

 

In accordance with Rules 13.1(c) and 13.2(b), one Director was appointed to fill one casual vacancy and was 

therefore required to stand for election: Ms Natasha Stott Despoja AO.  
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In accordance with Rule 13.2(g) the Directors nominated one person to stand for election: Ms Jane 

Freudenstein. 

 

As the AGM was held virtually, members were asked to submit their votes in advance of the AGM.  The 

Chair of the Board voted on behalf of the members, in accordance with their instructions. 

 

 

(i) MS ANNABELLE CHAPLAIN AM stood for re-election under rule 13.2(b) 

Of the total 37 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

1 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

0 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

36 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

(ii) MS NATASHA STOTT DESPOJA AO stood for election under rule 13.1(c) and 13.2(b) 

 

Of the total 37 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

0 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

2 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

35 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

(iii) MRS JANE FREIDENSTEIN stood for election under rule 13.2(g). 

 

Of the total of 37valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

1 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

1 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

35 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

The Company confirmed that Ms Annabelle Chaplain, Ms Natasha Stott Despoja and Mrs Jane 

Freudenstein, were elected to the Board. 

 

Ms Natasha Stott Despoja then spoke of her appreciation at joining the company at a time that had been 

challenging to the company due to Covid-19.  With a long and distinguished career as a politician, diplomat 

and work in the not for profit business sector, Ms Stott Despoja was thrilled at the opportunity to add to the 

future success of the company and to bring her experience and knowledge to the Board and thanked the 

Chair, the Board and the members for the opportunity to contribute to the company. 

 

Ms Jane Freudenstein thanked the Board and members for the opportunity to contribute to the Board and 

take on the role of Chair of the Foundation Board.  Using her background in arts governance roles Ms 

Freudenstein spoke of her desire to work towards achieving the company’s philanthropic goals as well as 

supporting the company and plans for the future. 

 

7. QUESTIONS  

Ms Underwood advised that three questions and a Matter for Consideration were received in advance of the 

meeting. 

 

A question was raised about the use of reserves to support the operations of the company during the 2020 

year.  Ms Underwood advised that this would be addressed by the Chair in his speech. 

 

Responding to a question about the growth of digital platforms and whether a digital subscription season was 

something the company was considering, David McAllister confirmed that it was something that the company 

was looking at developing, noting the success of the digital program that had been offered to all Australians 

during 2020. 
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The Chair responded to a question about the decrease in investment income in 2019.  The Chair advised 

that in 2018 the company benefited from several one-off, non-recurring dividend receipts.  2019 year was a 

more normalised year. 

 

A Matter for Consideration was raised regarding the gender balance on both the Board and the Foundation 

Board.  The Chair spoke to the matter raised and confirmed that diversity was something that the Board 

considered.  Recent appointments to the Board were driven by the requirement for specific skill sets. Whilst 

acknowledging that there were more women than men on the Foundation Board, the Chair advised that the 

Board was very open to having more men join. 

 

There were no questions raised from the floor.  

 

 

8. CHAIR’S ADDRESS 

Mr Craig Dunn welcomed and thanked members for their attendance. 

 

Mr Dunn spoke of the extraordinary challenges to the company in 2020 which saw the company only able to 

perform 9 times before the forced closures of venues across Australia due to Covid-19. 

 

Focussing on 2019 however, Mr Dunn noted what an exciting and successful year it had been, with 

wonderful repertoire.  Mr Dunn congratulated David McAllister, Libby Christie, the dancers and all the staff on 

the company’s achievements in 2019. 

 

The Chairman spoke about the disruption caused by COVID 19 in 2020 and the significant impact it has had 

on the company. The company has worked hard to manage costs during this time and, due to generous 

philanthropic donations, the support of Government and sponsors and prudent management over many 

years the company is in a strong position to manage through the year.  

 

The Chairman also acknowledged David McAllister’s final year with the company and his extraordinary 

tenure as longest serving Artistic Director.  Mr Dunn thanked Mr McAllister for the enormous contribution that 

he has made to the success of the company and to the art form. 

 

The Chairman spoke of the achievements of the Board and Board Committees and thanked them for their 

service, expertise and valuable contribution over the past year. Mr Dunn reported on several changes to the 

Board with the resignation of Mr John Ellice-Flint after serving 10 years on the Board and the appointment of 

Ms Natasha Stott Despoja AO to fill the vacancy.  Mr Dunn also advised that Ms Edwina McCann was 

stepping down from the Board and as Chair of the Foundation Board.  Mrs Jane Freudenstein would be 

appointed to fill the role of Chair of the Foundation Board.  Mr Dunn thanked both Mr John Ellice-Flint and Ms 

Edwina McCann for their contribution to the company and welcomed Ms Natasha Stott Despoja and Mrs 

Jane Freudenstein to the Board.  

 

Mr Dunn acknowledged and thanked the hard work of Libby Christie, David McAllister, David Hallberg and 

the Executive Team for their significant work throughout 2020.  Mr Dunn also thanked our corporate 

partners, sponsors and Government partners, and thanked Lady Potter AC, President Emeritus, and 

Natasha Bowness, President, for their work on the Annual Giving Program.  Mr Dunn also thanked The 

Australian Ballet’s volunteer groups and the generous philanthropic community who have all made significant 

contributions to the company’s activities and future.  

 

9. INCOMING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

Mr David Hallberg joined the meeting from New York and thanked the Chair and the Board for the 

opportunity to embark on a new era with the company.  Mr Hallberg spoke of his ongoing love of the 

company since his first visit in 2010 and thanked Mr David McAllister for his support and assistance in 

transitioning to the role as Artistic Director.  Mr Hallberg spoke of his global dancing experiences which he 

plans to bring to the company to cultivate both the dancers, repertoire and Australian audiences.   Mr 



AGM Minutes 

2020 Annual General Meeting of The Australian Ballet – MINUTES      Page 4 of 5 

Hallberg finished by saying he looked forward to his relocation to Australia and to working with the company 

in 2021. 

 

 

10. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Ms Libby Christie started off by acknowledging how difficult 2020 had been for so many but reflected on the 

company and on its achievements in 2019.   

 

She spoke to the outcomes reported in the 2019 Annual Report, noting that in 2019 the company had 

brought significant ambitious artistic projects to the stage and realised important strategic goals which will 

sustain the company’s future success.   

 

Ms Christie spoke of the challenges that 2020 has brought and thanked the Chair and the Board for the 

leadership and support provided to the company.  Ms Christie thanked government agencies for their support 

including the assistance that Jobkeeper funding has provided, thanked the generous philanthropic 

community for their ongoing support and commitment to the company and finally the company members for 

their support and work during 2020. 

 

To finish Ms Christie acknowledged the extraordinary leadership of David McAllister and his tenure as Artistic 

Director and the privilege it had been to work alongside him.     

 

11. HONORARY LIFE MEMBER PRESENTATION 

Ms Christie and Mr McAllister announced and congratulated our new Australian Ballet Honorary Life 

Members:  

• Mr Hugh Coleman 

• Ms Lucette Aldous AC 

• Mr Ronald Hynd 

• Mr Stuart Macklin 

• Mr Robert McCormack 

• Telstra – Accepted by Mr Andrew Penn 

 

Mr Penn thanked the company for the honour, reflecting on the sustained relationship between The 

Australian Ballet and Telstra. 

 

 

12. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The Chairman thanked Mr David McAllister for his outstanding leadership and significant contribution to not 

only The Australian Ballet but to the broader dance community in Australia and around the world for nearly 

four decades.  Mr Dunn noted that Mr McAllister leaves the company as one of the world’s most highly 

respected Artistic Directors.  On behalf of the Board, the Executive Group, dancers, staff and supporters of 

the company, Mr Dunn expressed his deep thanks for a lifetime’s work and wished him much success for the 

future.   

 

Artistic Director Mr McAllister reflected back to his first Annual General Meeting 19 years ago in 2002 as 

Artistic Director and all the work that had been achieved since then.  Mr McAllister thanked the Chair, The 

Board, former Board Members, Libby Christie and former Executive Directors, all the staff, the dancers and 

supporters of the company who have all so generously supported him in his role. 

 

Mr McAllister expressed his gratitude at being part of the company that has provided him with so many 

opportunities and wished Mr Hallberg all the success in the role as he passed the baton over.  To finish Mr 

McAllister wished everyone well for the future and ongoing success of the company  
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13. CLOSE 

Sally Underwood thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.10am   

 

 
   

Signed       Date: 26 February 2021 

Craig Dunn - CHAIR 


