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The Australian Ballet Annual General Meeting  
 

Minutes of the 47th Annual General Meeting held at the offices of PricewaterhouseCoopers, 2 Riverside 

Quay, Southbank, Victoria with a live video stream to the Sydney offices of PricewaterhouseCoopers, One 

International Towers, Watermans Quay, Barangaroo at 11.00am on Tuesday 29 May 2018. 
 

 

1. WELCOME / QUORUM 

The Company Secretary, Sally Underwood noted a quorum was achieved and declared the meeting open at 

11.05am and welcomed members and guests.  

 

2. MEMBERS PRESENT / APOLOGIES 

The Company Secretary introduced: 

 

Directors:  In Melbourne: Mr Craig Dunn (Chairman), Ms Oliva Bell, Ms Annabelle Chaplain, Mr John Denton, 

Mr John Ellice-Flint, Ms Cathy Harris, Ms Catherine Livingstone (appointed to the Board on 27 July 2017), Mr 

Tony Osmond, Mr Bruce Parncutt. 

Directors:  In Sydney: Ms Penny Fowler, Ms Edwina McCann 
 

In attendance:  Ms Libby Christie (Executive Director) and Mr David McAllister (Artistic Director). 
 

Guests:  Ms Lisa Harker in Sydney, representing the Company’s auditors PricewaterhouseCoopers.  
 

Apologies:  David Crawford AO, Roslyn Packer AC, Robert Albert AO RFD RD, Elizabeth Albert, Linda Herd, 

Peter Smedley, Catriona Bruce, Josie Woodgate OAM, Fran Gerard, Sarah Murdoch, Toni Cody, Frances 

Ingham, Igor Zambelli, Karen Morrison, Lady Potter AC CMRI.  

 

3. MINUTES 

The 2017 AGM minutes were accepted by the Board as a true and accurate record of the AGM held on 13 

September 2017. 

 

4. VOTING/PROXIES 

The Company Secretary confirmed a total of 48 proxies were received. 

 

5. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2016 

Members were advised that, in accordance with S316(A)(3) of the Corporations Act, members were provided 

with the 2017 Financial Statements and Annual Report.  These were attached to the AGM Notice. 
 

The company Auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers had provided an unqualified audit option on the 2017 

Financial Statements and these were accepted by the Board on 6 April 2018. 
 

No questions were raised by the Members in respect of the 2017 Financial Statements.   

 

6. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

The Company Secretary advised that, in accordance with the company’s Constitution, an election of Directors 

must be held each year.   

 

Under the Constitution rule 13.2(b), which requires Directors to stand for re-election every 3 years, two 

Directors required to stand for re-election: Mr Craig Dunn (Chair) and Mr Tony Osmond.  

 

In accordance with Rules 13.1(c) and 13.2(c), one Director appointed to fill a casual vacancy and was 

therefore required to stand for election: Ms Catherine Livingstone.  

 

As the Chair was standing for re-election Mr Bruce Parncutt, Chair of the Audit & Risk Committee, stood in as 

acting Chairman for this vote.  

  



AGM Minutes 

2018 Annual General Meeting of The Australian Ballet – MINUTES      Page 2 of 4 

A vote was taken from members present for the re-election of the following Directors, in accordance with the 

Notice of Meeting:  

 

(i) MR CRAIG DUNN stood for re-election under rule 13.2(b). 

18 members voted FOR (12 Melbourne & 6 Sydney) 

0 members voted AGAINST 

0 members voted ABSTAINED 

 

of the total of 48 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

1 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

0 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

47 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

(ii) MR TONY OSMOND stood for re-election under rule 13.2(b). 

18 members voted FOR (12 Melbourne & 6 Sydney) 

0 members voted AGAINST 

0 members voted ABSTAINED 

 

of the total of 48 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

1 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

0 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

47 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

(iii) MS CATHERING LIVINGSTONE stood for election under rules 13.1(c) and 13.2(c). 

17 members voted FOR (11 Melbourne & 6 Sydney) 

0 members voted AGAINST 

1 member voted ABSTAINED 

 

of the total of 48 valid proxy votes lodged in relation to this motion: 

0 directed the proxy to ABSTAIN from voting 

7 directed the proxy to vote AGAINST the motion 

41 directed the proxy to vote FOR the motion 

 

With the majority of Members present in Sydney and Melbourne and the proxy votes received supporting the 

election of Mr Craig Dunn, Mr Tony Osmond and Ms Catherine Livingstone, the Company Secretary deemed 

these Directors elected. 

 

7. CHAIR’S ADDRESS 

Mr Craig Dunn welcomed and thanked members for their attendance.   

 

Mr Dunn spoke to the results reported in the 2017 Annual Report and expressed the company’s gratitude for 

the ongoing support of The Australian Ballet’s philanthropic supporters.  He congratulated David McAllister 

and Libby Christie, the dancers and all the staff on the company’s achievements in 2017.    

 

The Chairman highlighted several changes to the Board, noting and thanking three long-serving Directors 

who retired in 2017; Ms Siobhan McKenna, Mr Craig Spencer and Mr Jim Cousins.  Mr Dunn spoke to their 

achievements as Board and Board Committee members and thanked Mr Jim Cousins who served three 

years as Chair and provides continuing support as a member of the Board’s Building Redevelopment 

Committee.  Mr Dunn thanked all Board and Committee members for their time, expertise and valuable 

contribution to the Company  

 

Mr Dunn acknowledged and thanked our corporate partners, sponsors and Government partners, and 

thanked Lady Potter AC, President Emeritus, and Natasha Bowness, President, for their work on the Annual 

Giving Program.  Mr Dunn also thanked The Australian Ballet’s volunteer groups and the generous 
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philanthropic community who have all made significant contributions to the company’s activities and future 

plans in 2017.  

 

8. AUDIT & RISK COMMITTEE REPORT 

Committee Chair, Mr Bruce Parncutt, acknowledged and thanked his Committee members and auditors 

PricewaterhouseCoopers.  He spoke of the ongoing commitment of both the Audit & Risk Committee and 

Management to ensure good business practice and financial management of the company’s activities and 

assets.   

   

9. INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

Investment Committee Chair, Mr Tony Osmond, acknowledged and thanked the members of the Committee 

and the company’s investment fund manager, JBWere.  He reported on the investment results achieved from 

funds under management by JBWere, the capital protected endowed fund and the medium-term fund.  Mr 

Osmond thanked The Australian Ballet’s donors for their generous support which has enabled the company 

to grow these funds and achieve the reported results. 

 

10. NOMINATION & REMUNERATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mrs Catherine Harris, Chair of the Nomination & Remuneration Committee, acknowledged and thanked her 

Committee members.  She remarked on the key responsibilities of the Committee which include assisting the 

Board with succession planning, Membership policies and applications, Board and Board Committee 

performance, Executive Director and Artistic Director performance and remuneration policies and strategies.  

 

11. THE FOUNDATION BOARD REPORT 

Foundation Board Chair, Ms Edwina McCann thanked the members of the Foundation Board, noting their 

enthusiasm, commitment, hard work and invaluable contribution to the company’s success in 2017.  Ms 

McCann reported that during the past year the Foundation Board had grown to 21 members including 9 

members from Sydney and 12 members from Melbourne.  A notable highlight from the past year was the very 

successful Melbourne gala event organised by Foundation Board member Robin Campbell, L’Evenement, 

which had raised $400,000 to support the new production of Spartacus.   

 

12. THE REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Redevelopment Committee Chair, Ms Penny Fowler thanked her fellow Committee members, explaining 

that the Committee had been set up to assist the Board and company to oversee the redevelopment of The 

Primrose Potter Australian Ballet Centre.  She reported that the objective of the redevelopment project was to 

upgrade facilities for dancers, including a purpose-built gym, Pilates studio, medical rooms and recovery 

room with ice bath.  In addition, the redevelopment would enable construction of a major new large-scale 

studio on level 6 to provide dancers with much needed space for full rehearsals.   

 

Ms Fowler thanked The Australian Ballet’s generous philanthropic community without whom the company 

would not have been able to undertake this major building work.   

 

13. THE DANCERS’ DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Dancers’ Director Ms Olivia Bell expressed her honour at being re-nominated by the dancers and appointed 

by the Board for a fourth year (2018-2019).  She explained that the role of the Dancers’ Director, which is to 

liaise between dancers and fellow Board members on the broad range of issues of mutual interest thereby 

strengthening the relationships between dancers, Management and Directors.  She reported that topics of 

current interest to the dancers include; the redevelopment of the Primrose Potter Australian Ballet Centre and 

in particular the new dancer’s facilities, health maintenance and injury prevention programs, career 

development and artistic vibrancy. 

 

Ms Bell thanked the Board for their interest and support for the dancers of The Australian Ballet. 

 

14. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Ms Libby Christie thanked the Board and congratulated the company on its achievements in 2017.   
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She spoke to the outcomes reported in the 2017 Annual Report, noting that in 2017 the company had brought 

significant ambitious artistic projects to the stage and realised important strategic goals which will sustain the 

company’s future success.  In particular, she noted that thanks to a successful fundraising program, the 

company had been able to commence redevelopment of the PPABC at the end of 2017. She noted that these 

major renovation of the company’s facilities were due for completion in September 2018 and that they will 

meet the current and ongoing future needs of the company.   

 

Ms Christie also advised that Orchestra Victoria has a new home for at least the next two years in the Joan 

Hammond Hall located in the CUB building.   

 

15. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Artistic Director Mr McAllister acknowledged that 2017 had been an exciting year for the company – a year of 

“Wonderment”.  He spoke to the many artistic highlights reported in the 2017 Annual Report, noting that the 

artistic highlight of the year had been Christopher Wheeldon’s ballet Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, one 

of the biggest and most ambitious works that the company has ever staged.   

 

Mr McAllister congratulated and thanked the dancers and Artistic staff for their contribution for another 

extraordinary year.   

 

16. QUESTIONS  

Ms Underwood invited questions from the floor.   
 

In response to a question regarding the broadcast of the AGM to Sydney, the Chair confirmed that the 2018 

AGM will be held in the company’s newly renovated Melbourne offices, that the company would continue to 

broadcast the AGM to Sydney and consider any interest in including additional locations around Australia. 

 

17. HONORARY LIFE MEMBER PRESENTATION 

The Chairman announced and congratulated six new Australian Ballet Honorary Life Members present:  

Mr Stephen Baynes 

Mr Jim Cousins AO 

Mr William Bowness AO 

Mrs Susan Morgan  

Mrs Beverley Brown OAM 

Mrs Barbara Marrett 

 

He also announced and congratulated the following Honorary Life Members who were not able to attend the 

presentation in person:  

Ms Toni Cody 

Ms Frances Gerard 

Mrs Sarah Murdoch 

 

18. CLOSE 

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 12.35pm.   

 

   5 April 2019 

        

Signed       Date   

Craig Dunn – CHAIR 

 

 


